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PLEASANTVILLE:  RELATION TO ITC DEER PARK 

@16 MILES AWAY



@10:22AM – Fire Starts in one tank: 80-8. 
@3:30PM – Naptha is in the tank on Fire; 
Shelter in place issued for Deer Park.
@7PM – Two tanks with Naptha (80-8) and 
Xylene (80-5) on fire.  Deer Park residents 
asked to stay indoors.
SHELTER IN PLACE #1 ISSUED
March 18
@1:30AM – Fire has spread to 5 more tanks. 
New tanks contain gas blend stocks (used for 
gasoline) and base oil used for machine 
lubricants. 
Residents in Deer Park encouraged to stay 
indoors; Per ITC - chemicals not detected 
offsite.



@5:30AM – Fire spreads to another 
tank (#8) containing toluene. 
- VOCs detected 6 miles SW of 

facility
- Low levels of particulate matter 
@10AM – ITC issued consultant’s report 
on environmental conditions; states no 
public health risk based on current 
readings
@10PM – ITC sets up website to submit 
claim forms https://itcclaims.com. 



@2:30AM – Fire in 8 tanks intensifies 
overnight due to lack of water 
pressure; ITC still communicates “no 
risk” to public 
@10AM – Fire spreads to 2 more tanks 
containing Pryolysis Gasoline or Pygas
(10 Tanks). 2 empty tanks collapsed.
- No public health concern
- Contact your health care 

professional



@4pm – 7 Tanks on Fire: 
80-2, 80-3, 80-4, 80-5, 80-6, 
80-7, and 80-8. 
8 tanks are not on fire: 80-1, 
80-9, 80-10, 80-11, 80-12, 80-
13, 80-14 and 80-15.

@10pm – 4 Tanks on Fire:  
80-2, 80-3, 80-5, and 80-14. 
NOT 80-7



@3AM – All fires in all tanks are out.

@10AM - Shell Deer Park - north 
of the city limits – reports 
elevated benzene readings. 

@5:20PM – One tank reignites, 
but extinguished by 6:30pm.



DAY FIVE: THURSDAY, MARCH 21

@4:49am -

ITC: “These levels are below those 
that represent an immediate risk.”



WHERE DID THE BENZENE COME FROM?
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DAY SIX: FRIDAY, MARCH 22

MARCH 22

10AM – ITC begins moving product 
from the comprised tanks. 

-



DAY SIX:  FRIDAY, MARCH 22

@12:15PM



DAY SIX:  FRIDAY, MARCH 22



DAY SIX: FRIDAY, MARCH 22

@3:45PM



DAY SIX: FRIDAY, MARCH 22
@4PM -

@5PM

@6PM

March 23 
@5AM



DAY SEVEN: SATURDAY, MARCH 23
@4AM

@3:30PM



WEEK TWO: CLEANUP BEGINS

-
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WEEK TWO: CLEANUP BEGINS



March 23 to date – Vacuum truck operations at Tucker 
Bayou and Outfall ditch ongoing on 24-hour basis

WATER CONTAMINATION FROM MARCH 17 to PRESENT
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WATER CONTAMINATION FROM MARCH 17 to PRESENT

Sampling of surface waters ongoing in 
- Tucker Bayou
- Houston Ship Channel



CURRENT CLEANUP STATUS AS OF MARCH 31

ITC had to bring in additional storage capacity in 
order to empty the tanks

- Two 30,000 bbl barges currently in use
- Additional 57,000-barrel (bbl) liquid waste collection 
barge arrived on Sunday  



CURRENT CLEANUP STATUS AS OF APRIL 1

RECOVERY OF PRODUCT

- 130,000 feet of boom deployed
- 62,557 bbl of product/water recovered from 

water operations
- 92,222 bbl of product/water recovered from 

tank farm
- 460,000 gallons of foam concentrate used for 

fire-fighting suppression and emission 
suppression recovered



WILDLIFE IMPACTS AS OF APRIL 1
- 25 animals dead related to ITC disaster:

- 3 red-eared slider turtles
- 9 birds 
- 13 fish 
- 1 frog

- 10 birds at wildlife recovery 
center for rehabilitation. 

- Recent dolphin issues
determined to be unrelated to 
ITC disaster today.
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• SYMPTOMS:  Fatigue, dizziness, headaches.
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Impacted March 18
MONDAY

March 19
TUESDAY

March 20
WED.

March 21
THURS.

March 22
FRIDAY

March 30
SATURDAY

Deer Park ISD X X X

LaPorte ISD X X X

Channelview ISD X X

Sheldon ISD X X

Galena Park ISD X X

Pasadena ISD X

Industrial
Neighbors

X X X X
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• Do not eat any species of fish or crab, 
especially children and women of 
childbearing age. 
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Monitor 1-135
3/21/19 8:49 PM
Particulate Matter  
7.5 ug/m3
O2 20.90

Monitor 1-13
3/21/19 8:38 PM
Particulate Matter  
8.7 ug/m3
O2 20.90

Monitor 1-49
3/19/19 10:08 PM
O2 20.90
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•
• March 18 – 132.8 ppb @ 5AM
•
•
•
• March 22 - 138.3 ppb @ 7AM



• March 17 – 20.4 μg/m3 @ 8PM
• March 18 – 27.5 μg/m3 @ 5AM
• March 19 – 30.8 μg/m3 @ 1PM
• March 20 – 21.7 μg/m3 @ 8PM
• March 21 – 20.1μg/m3 @ 7AM
• March 22 – 30.7 μg/m3 @ 8AM
NAAQS FOR PM2.5 IS 35 ΜG/M3

(micrograms per cubic meter)



• March 17 – 48 ppb@ 2PM

• March 18 – 43 ppb @ 2AM

• March 19 – 56 ppb @ 1PM

• March 20 – 97 ppb @ Noon
• March 21 – 64 ppb @ 3PM

• March 22 – 62 ppb @ 3PM

NAAQS FOR OZONE (O3) IS 70 PPB (0.070 PPM).







TYPICAL 
DAY 

BEFORE 
THE FIRE

AIR 
QUALITY 

INDEX



MODERATE:

Unusually 
sensitive 
people should 
consider 
reducing 
prolonged or 
heavy 
exertion. 



MODERATE:

Unusually 
sensitive 
people should 
consider 
reducing 
prolonged or 
heavy 
exertion. 



Unhealthy for 
Sensitive 
Groups

Health Message:
Active children and 
adults, and people 
with lung disease, 
such as asthma, 
should reduce 

prolonged or heavy 
exertion outdoors. 



VOLATILE ORGANIC 
COMPOUNDS (VOC)

Total VOC 
0PPM – 0.299 PPM 
Green - No Hazard

Total VOC 
0.3 PPM – 0.499 PPM -
Green - Further 
Investigation Needed to 
Determine Type of VOC 

Total VOC 
Greater than 0.5 PPM –
Yellow -
Hazardous VOCs will 
result in public alert

PPM = Parts per Million













CONTINUED 
ELEVATED 
READINGS 
ON MARCH 31
IN DEER PARK 
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Impacted businesses and Individuals may file a claim:  
www.ITCclaims.com

• Incident31719@itcclaims.com
•

•





• HTTPS://EPA.MAPS.ARCGIS.COM/APPS/CASCADE/INDEX.HTML?APPID=F5ECA85B79484CD6
9EA3A68CEC886797



https://itcresponse.com/

http://www.hcphtx.org/Resources/Public-Health-Emergency

https://www.readyharris.org/Deer-Park-Fire

http://www.ci.deer-park.tx.us/1778/ITC-Fire

http://www.deerparktx.gov/1779/ITC-Fire---Deer-Park-Water-Quaility-Repo

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response/itc-terminal-fire-update

https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=14150



https://www.purpleair.com/ - PARTICULATE MATTER PM 2.5




